
12 Apr Dear Dr. King: 

Let me assure you and your associates of the moral support of not only myself 
but of many, many people not only here in New England but wherever the news 
of your protest against injustice has gone. It is support not only of your efforts to 
attain justice and sound human relations but also, and perhaps specially, of the 
method which you have chosen, -non-violent loving resistance. 

Though you do not know me personally, let me introduce myself as the author 
of “The Power of Non-violence”, a copy of which, Glenn Smiley tells me, you 
have. For seven months of the four years I lived in India I was with Gandhi in his 
ashram, and I can tell you he would mightily rejoice to know you have chosen 
this way. As you know, the Negroes of the Gold Coast in Africa recently won their 
freedom by this method. Even though it may take several years and be experience 
in terms of suffering, the price is far less than when violence is used; the chances 
of success are greatly increased, and happy relations arising afterward between 
the contestants is a great future blessing. Though the unity of the human race 
may be denied by prejudice, pride or other mistakes, it is a spiritual, social, moral 
and biological fact upon which every man can bet his very life. If pressured with 
non-violent love persistently, it is a truth which will win. May God bless your 
efforts. 

May I suggest that as a part of it you try to get going among your community 
some constructive work, after the fashion of Gandhi’s hand spinning. Offhand I 
would think some sort of campaign of clean-up, paint-up, tidy-up, creation of 
sanitation and good physical order might do. It would add to people’s self re- 
spect, increase their solidity, use their emotions and energy on permanent con- 
structive self-help as well as the effort of protest. Choose active leaders, good 
organizers, people who can see the value of such a thing. In India it was the 
districts where much work went on constantly which offered the strongest, purest 
and most enduring non-violent resistance to the British rule. 

God’s blessing on you and your efforts. Remember the 13th chapter of I 
Corinthians. 

Yours sincerely, 
[signed] Richard B. Gregg 
Don’t bother to answer this. 
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From James H. Davis 

12 April 1956 
Newark, N.J. 

Probably inspired ly the National Deliverance Day of Prayer on 28 March, Davis 
fonoards a contribution from members of Skycap Local 297 of the United Transport 
Service Employees, AFL-CIO. The skycaps were among many workers around the 
country who donated an  hour’s wage to the bus boycott. On 25 April King thanked 
Davis, the local shop steward: “Such moral support and Christian generosity from you, 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 



our friends, in this momentous struggle, is of inestimable value in the continuance of 
our humble efforts.” 

Rev. M. L. King, 
725 Dorsey St. 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed you will find a check for twenty six dollars, this represents one hour pay 
from the Skycap personnel of Newark Airport, N.J. 

We hope that this will help all of you in your great cause. 

Respectfully yours, 
Newark Airport Skycaps 
[signed] James H. Davis, Shop Chr. 
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From Glenn E. Smiley 

13 April 1956 
New York, N.Y. 

Unable to meet with King during afive-day visit to Montgomery, Smiley writes of his 
e f f i s  to promote reconciliation among white and black clergy. He describes a successful 
6 April meeting of seventy white ministers from all over Alabama who agreed to meet 
again to release a public statement encouraging a “liberal approach” to racial conJlict. 
The meeting, he writes, “could very easily be the most significant thing I have done, in 
that it stands a good chance of being the beginning of a rebuilt ‘middle ground’ in 
Alabama. ’’ Smiley also mentions his conversations with Rev. Thomas Thrasher and 
Rev. Ralph Abernathy exploring the possibility of interracial prayer meetings in 
Montgomery.’ 

Dr. Martin Luther King 
309 S. Jackson 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Dear Martin: 

We are sorry to hve missed you while we were in Montgomery and I am espe- 
cially sorry that our secretary from Los Angeles did not have the privilege of a 
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I. For more on Thrasher’s pleas for dialogue, see Thrasher, “Alabama’s Bus Boycott,” Repter, 8 
March 1956 (also excerpted in the Montgomery Advertiser as “Fear, the Only Common Bond” on 3 
March 1956). 
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